2009 IRB: Letter to Faculty and Schedule of Activities


To: All Faculty Conducting Research With Human Subjects
From: Uva-Wise’s Institutional Review Board
Date: June 25, 2009
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Dear Faculty Researchers and Research Directors:


UVa-Wise’s Institutional Review Board (previously Human Investigation Committee) was established in F’01 under the leadership of Kathy Huttlinger.  The IRB’s raison d’ệtre is as follows:

The Institutional Review Board reviews research projects to ensure that three broad standards are upheld: 1) that subjects are not placed at undue risk; 2) that they give unforced, informed consent to their participation; and 3) that participant confidentiality is protected.  With representation from a wide range of scientific disciplines, and from outside the academic community, the IRB gives timely but individualized attention to the numerous research projects at the College.  A project is first reviewed in its proposal stage, before subjects are recruited.  Each approved project is reevaluated on a continuing basis.  The IRB works with investigators to modify projects to ensure adequate protection for its subjects’ welfare and right of self-determination.

DO YOU NEED TO APPLY FOR IRB APPROVAL?

Regardless of how research is funded, any College research requires the IRB review if:

· it involves research using human subjects, human tissue, or data gathered on human subjects; and 
· it is performed by College faculty, students, or staff; on College premises; with College equipment; or on College faculty, students, or staff.

The scope of review encompasses research in the social and behavioral sciences as well as in the health and biological sciences.


Members of the IRB are:

James E. Horton, Chair
Kristina Feeser

Keith Fowlkes

Robin Woodard

Elsey Harris

In addition, Linda Meade is the IRB’s Administrative Assistant.


Review of proposals by the IRB fall into three categories (see attached document, THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA’S COLLEGE AT WISE, INSTITUTIONAL REVIEW BOARD INVESTIGATOR’S GUIDELINES FOR PROTOCOL SUBMISSION): 

1) Exempt Review, 2) Expedited Review, 3) Full Review. 

All proposals should be submitted in accordance with the IRB’s Schedule of Activity.

IRB Schedule of Activity

The “Committee Meeting Dates” indicate when a decision will be made regarding a submitted proposal. The “Protocol Due Date” indicates the last date
 that a protocol can be received in order to be considered at the next meeting. The interval between the paired dates provides time for the review of the proposal by members of the committee.

	Protocol Due Date
	Committee Meeting Date

	The last Monday of each month
	The second Monday of each month

	The IRB does not meet through the summer months!  The chair of the IRB will review submissions for Exempt and Expedited review.  Submissions requiring full reviews will be reviewed at the first scheduled meeting of the fall semester. 


Should you require any further information (Jim Horton ;jhorton@uvawise.edu; 328-0136) or application forms (Linda Meade; lc5n; 328-0185) then please contact the IRB.

Good luck with your research endeavors!

Forms available from the IRB Administrative Assistant:


IRB Schedule of Activity


Investigator Guidelines for Protocol Submission


Protocol Approval Form


Protocol Format


Experimental Subject’s Bill of Rights


Status / Final Report


Operating Policies and Procedures
� Please feel free to submit your proposal at any time. These dates simply provide guidelines for when a decision can be expected. 





